100 Bible Stories
21. Jacob and Joseph are Reunited
Gen. 46-50 (NKJV)
45.22f

Joseph gave to all of them, to each man, changes of garments; but to
Benjamin he gave three hundred pieces of silver and five changes of garments. So
he sent his brothers away, and they departed; and he said to them, “See that you
do not become troubled along the way.”
Then they went up out of Egypt, and came to the land of Canaan to Jacob their
father. And they told him, saying, “Joseph is still alive, and he is governor over all
the land of Egypt.” And Jacob’s heart stood still, because he did not believe them.
But when they told him all the words which Joseph had said to them, and when he
saw the carts which Joseph had sent to carry him, the spirit of Jacob their father
revived. Then Israel said, “It is enough. Joseph my son is still alive. I will go and see
him before I die.”
46.1f
So Israel took his journey with all that he had, and came to Beersheba, and
offered sacrifices to the God of his father Isaac. Then God spoke to Israel in the
visions of the night, and said, “Jacob, Jacob!” And he said, “Here I am.”
So He said, “I am God, the God of your father; do not fear to go down to Egypt,
for I will make of you a great nation there. I will go down with you to Egypt, and I
will also surely bring you up again; and Joseph will put his hand on your eyes.”
Then Jacob arose from Beersheba; and the sons of Israel carried their father
Jacob, their little ones, and their wives, in the carts which Pharaoh had sent to carry
him. So they took their livestock and their goods, which they had acquired in the
land of Canaan, and went to Egypt, Jacob and all his descendants with him.
46.28f
Then he sent Judah before him to Joseph, to point out before him the way
to Goshen. And they came to the land of Goshen. So Joseph made ready his chariot
and went up to Goshen to meet his father Israel; and he presented himself to him,
and fell on his neck and wept on his neck a good while. And Israel said to Joseph,
“Now let me die, since I have seen your face, because you are still alive.” Then
Joseph brought in his father Jacob and set him before Pharaoh; and Jacob blessed
Pharaoh.
47.11f
And Joseph situated his father and his brothers, and gave them a
possession in the land of Egypt, in the best of the land, in the land of Rameses, as
Pharaoh had commanded. 12Then Joseph provided his father, his brothers, and all
his father’s household with bread, according to the number in their families.
47.27f
So Israel dwelt in the land of Egypt, in the country of Goshen; and they had
possessions there and grew and multiplied exceedingly. And Jacob lived in the
land of Egypt seventeen years. So the length of Jacob’s life was one hundred and
forty-seven years. When the time drew near that Israel must die, he called his son
Joseph and said to him, “Now if I have found favor in your sight, please put your
hand under my thigh, and deal kindly and truly with me. Please do not bury me in
Egypt, but let me lie with my fathers; you shall carry me out of Egypt and bury me
in their burial place.” And he said, “I will do as you have said.”
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Then he said, “Swear to me.” And he swore to him. So Israel bowed himself
on the head of the bed.
49.28f
And Jacob when he was soon to die, blessed his sons; each one according
to his own blessing. Then he charged them and said to them: “I am to be gathered
to my people; bury me with my fathers in the cave that is in the field of Ephron the
Hittite, in the cave that is in the field of Machpelah.” And when Jacob had finished
commanding his sons, he drew his feet up into the bed and breathed his last, and
was gathered to his people.
50.15f
When Joseph’s brothers saw that their father was dead, they said, “Perhaps
Joseph will hate us, and may actually repay us for all the evil which we did to him.”
Joseph said to them, “Do not be afraid, for am I in the place of God? But as for you,
you meant evil against me; but God meant it for good, in order to bring it about as
it is this day, to save many people alive. Now therefore, do not be afraid; I will
provide for you and your little ones.” And he comforted them and spoke kindly to
them.
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